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Oxford movement is clearly and strikingly described. The earliest development was 
that of the Sisterhoods, which was followed almost twenty years later by that of the 
Brotherhoods. 

From the day of the French refugee clergy the "strand of interest grew stronger 
until now it binds together in conventual life more than thirty communities of men 
and women, with numerous branch houses throughout England and the British 
Empire." 

The work bears the usual scholarly earmarks of the Doctor's dissertation — and is 
a valuable contribution. 

J. W. M. 



DOCTRINAL 

Drown, Edward S. The Apostles' Creed To-Day. New York: Macmillan, 

1917. 129 pages. $1.00. 

That the so-called Apostles' Creed is an ideal brief statement of Christian doctrine 
will be contended by very few nowadays, but — to note a mere matter of simple fact — 
this creed will undoubtedly remain central in the formularies of most Christian churches 
for a long time to come. And so the interpretation of the creed is not at all an out- 
worn question for contemporary theologians. But Dr. Drown goes much farther than 
this: to him the creed is far from being "a necessary evil of which we should make the 
best" (p. in). For Christianity is more than a merely personal religion; it is an 
intensely corporate matter, and the creed is "a badge of corporate fellowship." And 
in addition the life of the Christian fellowship is a life continuing from the past and 
into the future, which by the creed is bound into a unity. Past attempts at a creedless 
Christianity have failed in" practical efficiency (pp. 116-20). 

But this is not to say that the meaning of the creed today is to be determined of 
necessity by its literal meaning in the past. What is important are the religious ideas 
that the clauses of the creed were meant to express, not the precise form in which the 
clauses have chanced to clothe those ideas. The creed was not created as a single 
document; it embodies phases of a religious life.that extended for centuries. So it is 
not to be interpreted as a static document, for "simply to abide by the old formula 
is to forfeit the very truth that that formula was intended to express" (p. 76). The 
interpreter must know the religious motives that underlay the development of the 
creed, and must endeavor to state and reapply those motives in terms of the needs and 
the thought of the present day. And Dr. Drown's application of these principles is 
the work of a very able scholar in sympathetic touch with modern social theology. 

Certain questions, however, inevitably present themselves to the reader. As the 

creed was a product of growth, is there any reason why it should not continue to grow ? 

As the unity of the church was preserved for seven or more centuries despite changes 

in the creed, is there any reason why changes should not occur again ? The time has 

passed when these questions were merely academic. 

B. S. E. 



